Resolution 1956-02-16 Conservation Communications by Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
Michigan State University College of Law
Digital Commons at Michigan State University College of Law
Resolutions The (International) Association of Fish & WildlifeAgencies Conservation Collection
9-14-1956
Resolution 1956-02-16 Conservation
Communications
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.law.msu.edu/afwa_reso
Part of the Environmental Law Commons, and the Natural Resources Law Commons
This Conference Proceeding is brought to you for free and open access by the The (International) Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies
Conservation Collection at Digital Commons at Michigan State University College of Law. It has been accepted for inclusion in Resolutions by an
authorized administrator of Digital Commons at Michigan State University College of Law. For more information, please contact
domannbr@law.msu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, Resolution 1956-02-16 Conservation Communications (1956),
Available at: http://digitalcommons.law.msu.edu/afwa_reso/775
RESOLUTION NO. 1 
SOUL, BANK MODIFICATIONS 
Whereas, the Agricultural Act of 1956 includes wildlife conservation as a 
specific purpose of the new Soil Bank Program, and 
Whereas, the state fish and game departments, together with national con- 
servation organizations, were instrumental in obtaining recognition of wildlife 
conservation as one of the specific purposes of the Soil Bank Act, and 
Whereas, the Soil Bank Program can be one of the most beneficial programs 
of our time to wildlife and fish conservation if wildlife conservation is given 
a proper place in its administration, and 
Whereas, officials of the Department of Agriculture have shown a tendency 
to regard wildlife conservation as strictly incidental in the Soil Bank Program 
and to relegate the state fish and game departments and the United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service to the position of advisors rather than active participants in 
the Soil Bank Program as made evident by instructions issued recently by the 
Secretary of Agriculture for the guidance of state administrative committees, and 
Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the International Association of Game, 
Fish and Conservation Commissioners does hereby request that officials of the 
Department of Agriculture accord the state fish and game departments and the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service their appropriate active roles in the 
administration of the Soil Bank Program, as contemplated by the Agriculture 
Act of 1 956, and 
That the Secretary of Agriculture be requested to modify these regulations 
to wit: 
1. That members of the Fish and Wildlife Service and the various 
state wildlife departments be appointed as members of the administra- 
tive committee of each state, thus representing wildlife interests in the 
planning of soil bank practices in each state. 
2. That wildlife practices receive eighty per cent of the total cost 
of establishment. 
3. That wildlife practices may be contracted over a period of from 
5 to 15 years in the case of woody plantings at the election of the 
land owner. 
4. That the Secretary of Agriculture offer, to each state wildlife 
department, a contract under which such state department would be 
delegated authority to implement the provisions of the Act which deal 
with wildlife development and management, and reimburse such wild- 
life department for such service, as provided for the Forest Service. 
5. That other features of the regulations, established by the Secretary 
of Agriculture office, dealing with establishment and management of 
wildlife cover, be modified as need for such modification becomes ap- 
parent, to the end that this important natural resource shall benefit 
from the provisions of this Act. 
6. That cooperators shall not be required to repay any previously 
received subsidy payments in order to qualify for payment for any 
practice under the Conservation Reserve Program. 
That the president of this association be requested to appoint a permanent 
Soil Bank Committee, and 
That the congressional delegations of the states represented in the Inter- 
national Association of Game, Fish and Conservation Commissioners be urged 
to request that the Department of Agriculture give genuine consideration to 
the participation of state and federal wildlife agencies in the Soil Bank Program. 
That the Secretary of Agriculture, the chief of the Agricultural Conserva- 
tion Program Service, and other officials of the Department of Agriculture be 
informed of the dissatisfaction of the International Association of Game, Fish 
and Conservation Commissioners with the attitude of the Department of Agri- 
culture toward giving wildlife conservation and wildlife conservation agencies 
full partnership in the Soil Bank Program as contemplated by law. 
RESOLUTION NO. 2 
CONSERVATION COMMUNICATIONS 
Whereas, the State Foresters Association at the request of the Federal 
Communications Commission has set up a special organization identified as the 
207 
Forestry-Conservation Communications' Association for the purpose of represent- 
ing forestry communications needs throughout the United States before the 
Federal Communications Commission, and 
Whereas, through the efforts of the Forestry-Conservation Communications 
Association the radio frequencies formerly identified as exclusively for forestry 
use have been extended to include their use by game, fish and conservation law 
enforcement agencies, and in addition, the Forestry-Conservation Communica- 
tions Associations has in fact for some time been representing game, fish, and con- 
servation law enforcement needs as well as forestry needs before the Federal 
Communications Commission, and 
Whereas, it is believed to be in the best interests of both game and 
fish, and forestry conservation that one organization represent all conservation 
agencies on an equal basis before the Federal Communications Commission and 
with mutually shared support. 
Now, therefore, be it hereby resolved that the International Association 
of Game, Fish and Conservation Commissioners recommends that its state mem- 
bers accept officially the Forestry-Conservation Communications Association as 
its representative before the Federal Commications Commission upon approval 
of this resolution by the State Foresters Association and the Forestry- Con- 
servation Communications Association. 
Further it is hereby resolved that upon acceptance of this resolution by all 
organizations concerned steps shall be taken to work out arrangements for the 
appropriate mutual support of the Forestry-Conservation Communications Asso- 
ciation on an equal basis with the State Foresters Association. 
RESOLUTION NO. 3 
WATER RIGHTS FOR FISH AND WILDLIFE 
Whereas, the supply of water for man's use is becoming critical in light 
of increasing demands on water supplies for domestic use, livestock purposes, 
agricultural, industrial, and other uses, and 
Whereas, water supplies for fish and wildlife conservation purposes are 
becoming short in many parts of the United States and Canada in view of 
other demands, and 
Whereas, adequate water for fish and wildlife conservation purposes in 
particularly essential in view of the ever-growing demand for fishing and hunting 
and other recreational uses and opportunities which are non-consumptive uses of 
water and for other objectives of wildlife conservation because of our expanding 
population and increasing leisure time, and 
Whereas, most state laws do not recognize the use of water for fish and 
wildlife as a primary beneficial use, 
Now, therefore, be it resolved that the International Association of Game, 
Fish and Conservation Commissioners hereby endorses the principle of elevating 
water rights for fish and wildlife conservation in state law to a recognized 
primary beneficial use, subject in priority only to water for domestic and stock 
water use, and equal in priority to water for agriculture, and 
That the International Association of Game, Fish and Conservation Com- 
missioners urges each of its members and national and international wildlife 
conservation organizations to initiate and support proposals in the next legisla- 
tive sessions of the states and provinces for the enactment of state and provincial 
laws to achieve this purpose and that the appropriate fish and game agencies of 
the states and provinces have representation in existing and future water use 
planning and development programs. 
RESOLUTION NO. 4 
ACTION COMMITTEE ON WATER RESOURCES 
Whereas, one of the most critical problems of public concern facing the 
nation both at a federal and state level is the future management and use of 
water as a basic and vital resource to mankind, and 
Whereas, there is increasing competition for great use and varied water 
needs, and 
Whereas, there is an alarming disregard for quality as exemplified in the 
repeated attempt to defeat adequate pollution laws both at a national and state 
level, and 
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